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AND HIGHER, 
FLEEING THE 


RISING WAVES. Ни 7 %; 


/ ^ 


THE SMELL 
OF CAST-UP 
SEAWEED AND 
RUSTY IRON... 


SALT-SPOTTED 
BOARDS. 
PINE TREES. 
MINERAL OIL. 


THE SCENT OF HOME, 
WHICH | HAD FORGOTTEN 
IN THE MOUNTAINS. 
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т ONE 


FEELS YEAR 
LIKE IT 
WAS 
LONGER. 


AND YET 
IT FEELS 
LIKE WE WERE 
TALKING JUST 


SAY... 
YOUR VOICE 
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(в Story 38- End 


I'VE TAKEN МУ 
TIME ON THE 
WAY HOME. 


THE SUN HAS ALREADY 
SUNK BELOW THE 
HORIZON. 


3! 


IM STILL NOT USED 
TO THE SIGHT OF THE 
HOUSE WITHOUT 
THE SHOP, 


SEEMS LIKE 
КОКОМЕ VISITED 
AT LEAST TWICE. 


IT FEELS AS IF 
I HAVEN'T SLEPT 
IN A YEAR. 


I MELT INTO THE FUTON. 
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AND TOG- 
ETHER WITH 
THE FUTON, 
1 MELT INTO 
THE EARTH. 


| САМ АТ LEAST PUT 
THIS GUY BACK UP. 


OJISAN TOLD ME 
ABOUT EVERYTHING 
THAT HAPPENED 
WHILE ! WAS AWAY. 


HOW KOKONE VISITED 
FOUR TIMES. 


HOW HE HURT HIS LEG 
AND COULDN'T WALK 
FOR А WHILE. 


LIFE KEPT 
GOING WHILE 
I WAS AWAY. 


1 Т! 
ІҢ 


7۷ ҮТҮ سلا‎ 


| THOUGHT 
ALL 
TH 


I KNEW 
ABOUT 


THE WATER AND 


ApIENptpup > GAS BILLS 
NANT FORA 60 TO... 


IT LOOKS 
pln peed 
TOBEA ORE 
TIME ВЕ 
I CAN REBUILD 


N у 


тв STILL 
THE SUN HARDLY ONLY NOON. 
SEEMS TO MOVE. 


АНИ... 
1 НАУЕМТ WALKED EVEN 


A SINGLE KILOMETER 
TODAY. 


FOR THE FIRST 
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T-- 


AND YOU 
ARE THE 
WAY ALPHA 
ALWAYS 


DESCRIBED. 


I FIGURED 
THAT MUST 
BE YOU... 


AND ALPHA 
TERES WANTED 
NO POINT IN TO GO FOR 
GOING ALL AME 
THE WAY TO SOME- 
| HER House WHERE. 
AND HEADING 
RIGHT OUT 
AGAIN. 


IT'S RIGHT 
THERE, AND IF 
YOU LEAVE YOUR 
BIKE AT THE 
GATE, ALPHA WILL 
KNOW WHERE TO 


FIND YOU. 


I DON'T KNOW 
IF YOU САМ CALL 
IT MUCH OF А 
HOSPITAL. I CAN'T 
MANAGE MUCH 
MORE THAN 
FIRST AID 
THESE DAYS. 


BUT ALPHA 


YES, WELL SAID YOU 

I GUESS PERFORMED 
THERE WAS Å REALLY 
COMPLEX 


OPERATION 
ON HER. 


SHE 
DOESN'T 
RIGHT? SHARE THE 
SAME 


ие т cor то HAVE TO 
SAY I WAS 

THERE FOR А 

SHORT WHILE 

AT THE VERY 
BEGINNING. 


AND SHE 
LOOKED А BIT 
OLDER THAN 
THE OTHERS. 


HER FIRST 


SENSEI TOLD 
МЕ ABOUT ALPHA 
AND MY "SISTER." 


HOW SHE НАР BEEN 
BROUGHT HERE. 


HOW SHE LIVED HERE 
FOR A WHILE. 


AS | LISTENED 


TO SENSEI'S LOVED THE 
WARM VOICE, HOW SHE TOLD 
ALL THE INFORM- HER FIRST JOKE, 
ATION | HAD WHEN SHE COULD 
ACCUMULATED STILL HARDLY 
UNTIL NOW BLINK AN EYE, 


SEEMED 
MEANINGLESS. 


THERE'S STILL 


WILL BE НЕВЕ. 


SENSEI? I'VE 


I HAD 
THE SAME 
FEELING. 


1 САМ 
SEE НОМ 
HARD IT MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
FOR ALL OF 
YOU TO BECOME 
AS SENSITIVE 
As You 
HAVE. 


EVEN THOUGH 
IT'S А RECORD, 


IN A SENSE, IT 
MIGHT BE ONE 
OF YOUR 
ANCESTORS. 


THE AIR FILLS WITH SOUND. 
IS THIS MUSIC? 
IT FEELS A BIT DIFFERENT. 


SWEET. BITTER. A COOL 
FEELING IN MY NOSE... 
THE FEEL OF DRIED TWIGS 
BREAKING BENEATH ME. 


AH, YES. 
THIS... 


THIS RESEMBLES 
THE LANDSCAPE 
1 KNOW. 


3 Pr} EVER SINCE 


I SAW THEM 


THEY'VE BEEN 
IN MY 
I'VE THOUGHTS. 


IT'S BEEN 
DECADES SINCE 
I'VE LISTENED 

TO THIS... 


IT NEVER 

MADE ANY 

SENSE TO 
МЕ. 


NOW, AFTER 
LISTENING TO IT 
AGAIN, I THINK 
IT'S FINE JUST 
THE WAY IT IS. 


= 1 5%) 
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I HAVEN'T 
RIDDEN WITH 
ALPHA SINCE 
THE TIME SHE 

SAW ME TO 
THE ASAHINA 

PASS. 


! САМ SEE 
WHY ALPHA 
CALLED МУ 

НОМЕ COUNTRY 
OF MUSASHINO 
"FLAT." 


THE ROADS 
ALPHA CHOOSES 
TO FOLLOW 
WANDER UP 
AND DOWN, 
LEFT AND RIGHT, | 
UNDULATING 
LIKE WAVES 


THE TUNNEL- 
LIKE VALLEY 
WE HAVE BEEN 
FOLLOWING 
SUDDENLY 
TRANSFORMS 
INTO A RIDGE. 


STILL, BLUE 
BODY OF 
WATER. 
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I GUESS 
ITS 
BECAUSE I 
JUST LOVE 


HIGH 
PLACES. 
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you I FELL 


SHOULD ASLEEP 


WOKEN 
ME UP. 
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[m] Story 84 - End 


1 GOT А HOLD OF SOME 
CORRUGATED SHEETING, 
601 BUILT AN AWNING. 


THE SHEETING'S SYNTHETIC RESIN 

15 A TRANSLUCENT MILKY COLOR. 

WHEN | LOOK THROUGH IT FROM 
BELOW, AN ORANGE RING OF 
LIGHT SURROUNDS THE SUN. 


IT STARTED 
RAINING THE 
NIGHT | PUT. 
THE AWNING 
UP, AND HAS 
CONTINUED 
FOR THE 
PAST FIVE 


Р) 


ІМ |p 
MEZZ 


IT'S МОТ LIKE ANY CUSTOMERS 
ARE GOING TO COME. 


AND I'M NOT REALLY READY 
TO OPEN THE SHOP. 


SO THERE ISN'T REALLY ANY 
REASON FOR ME TO STAY ч 
HERE ALL DAY. 


BUT I'VE SPENT EVEN 
MORE TIME OUT HERE 
THAN | DO WHEN THE 
WEATHER IS GOOD. 
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AS THE КАМ LETS ЦР, 
BIT ВУ BIT | CAN SEE 
ΤΗΕ SURROUNDING TREES. 


ALTHOUGH IT'S STILL LIGHT, 
TWO STREETLIGHTS HAVE 
TURNED ON. 
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THERE USUALLY 
ARENT VERY 
MANY BUGS 

THIS CLOSE TO 
THE OCEAN, 
BUT TONIGHT 
THEY'RE OUT 

IN FORCE. 
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A MOSQUITO BUZZES 
AROUND ME. 


IT LANDS ON MY ARM. 


LOOKING SLIGHTLY 
TROUBLED... 


IT FLIES AWAY AGAIN. 


IT'S NOT 


VERY NICE 
TO THE BUGS, 
BUT | LIGHT 
THE YEARS 
FIRST INSECT 
REPELLANT 
INCENSE. 


— 


THE INSTANT 1 LIGHT IT, 
FIVE OR SIX TAKE FLIGHT. 


AT THE SAME TIME, 


I'M OVERCOME BY A 
SUDDEN FEELING 
OF LONELINESS. 
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I FIGURED 
I'D HAVE 
AS FEW 

CUSTOMERS 

AS EVER. 


А NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE PASSED 
BY, HOWEVER, 
ON THEIR WAY 
FISHING, OR 
JUST OUT 
FOR A WALK. 
QUITE A FEW 
STOP BY. 


IT'5 JUST 
RESTING 
AGAINST THE 
ROOF, BUT IT 
MAKES IT FEEL 
AS THOUGH 
I'M INSIDE А 
CAVE. STILL, 
IT KEEPS THE 
PLACE COOL. 


IVE PRE- 
PARED 
BARLEY TEA, 
DOKUDAMI 
TEA, AND A 
FEW COFFEE 
BEANS. 
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(BB Story 80-End 


Story 83 “People of the Bay 
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АНИ, 

УА САМЕ 
1 HAVENT СБА, 
BEEN THAT 
SURPRISED 
IN YEARS. 


JA 


YOU'RE 
youre me AYASE, 

RIGHT? 
MISAGO-NUT ых 
WHO LIKES 
FISH, RIGHT? 


from 
τον 


EVERYONE 
CALLS ME 
MAKKI. 
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5. 


End 


(ж Story 32 - 


Stos? Southern Flyer Kamas 


IT'S PARTNER 


HIS HEAD. 


КАМАЗ 
FOLLOWS IT'S 
PARTNER'S 
LINE OF VISION 
AND HAND 
GESTURES. 


—1— 


KAMAS'S РАТИ 
TRACES A PERFECT 
ARC THROUGH 
THE AIR. 


MAKKI'S EYES READ 
THE DIRECTION OF 
FLIGHT PERFECTLY. 
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KARINTO - FRIED DOUGH CAKE. 


EVENING. 
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